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Holding the Reins: Landowner Summit
for the Oldman Watershed

In this Issue...

On January 23, 2007, the Rural Team hosted a workshop
titted Holding the Reins: Landowners Summit for the Oldman
Watershed. The workshop was held at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, in Fort Macleod.

The day began with an appearance from the Honourable
David Coutts, and an introduction to the Oldman Watershed
Council Board members and the OWC'’s Rural Team
members. We then hear updates from Chaffen Creek
Watershed Stewardship Group, Battersea Drain Watershed
Stewardship Group, Beaver Creek Watershed Stewardship
Group, the Town of Pincher Creek and the Pincher Creek
Watershed Stewardship Group, Lee Creek Watershed
Stewardship Group, Drywood/Yarrow Creek Conservation Partnership, and Upper Todd
Creek Watershed Stewardship Group.

Announcements : In the afternoon, Norma Lafont, a land agent with
S _Lafont Consulting, pre_sented to us what to do when
W= 0l ebel olors e industry comes knocking at your door. Dr. Dave
year's theme is Sauchyn, a Professor of Geography with the
Wetlands! University of Regina, presented us with data on past
and future water supplies in the Oldman River
Basin. Dave McGee, a District Approvals Manager
with Alberta Environment, discussed what is next
now that the Oldman River Basin is closed to new
water allocations, and Brad Stelfox, a Landscape
Ecologist with Forem Technologies, spoke about the
Southern Foothills Study.

The event ended as a great success with an excellent supper and a picture tour of the
Oldman River Basin from Lorne Fitch. Watch for next years event!

A special thanks to all of our sponsors for the summit:
- Vulcan County
Cardston County
County of Lethbridge
Alberta Agriculture and Food
Cows and Fish
The Alberta Environmental Farm Plan Company
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
Alberta Environmetally Sustainable Agriculture Program
UMA
Farm Credit Canada




Buffer Strip

Livestock exclusion

Berm with cows

Goose pond with geese

Beneficial Management Practices
Evaluation Factsheet

Since 1999, Alberta Agriculture and Food, in partnership with the Oldman Watershed
Council (and prior to 2004, Oldman River Basin Water Quality Initiative) has been
monitoring water quality and flows in several sites of the Battersea Drain and Lower Little
Bow River to assess water quality in these agricultural watersheds. This existing network of
water quality monitoring sites was used to evaluate the Beneficial Management Practices
(BMPs) established in 2001 and 2002, by agricultural producers of these two watersheds,
in partnership with Alberta Agriculture and Food and the County of Lethbridge.

Five of the BMPs (Buffer strip, livestock exclusion, rotational pasture, relocation of the
goose pond and diversion berm), were placed in a suitable location relative to their
distance with a water quality monitoring site for the evaluation of their effectiveness. Water
samples were collected weekly or biweekly during the irrigation season (May to October)
and monthly during the winter at these monitoring sites. Additional samples were collected
during major rainfall or snowmelt events. The water samples were analyzed for nutrients
and bacteria and the flows were monitored continuously throughout the irrigation season.

The data that was collected was used to evaluate the effect of a given BMP on
concentrations and loads of nutrients and bacteria in the water. The parameters
investigated were total nitrogen, total phosphorus and fecal coliform bacteria. Statistics
were used to compare these parameters before and after BMP implementation, as well as
upstream and downstream of the BMP.

The results showed that BMPs that target point sources of contamination are the most
effective. Water quality improvements in fecal coliform bacteria loads and concentration
were measured for BMPs that limited or excluded livestock access to waterways. Nutrient
reductions were more difficult to quantify and more research is needed to evaluate the
effectiveness of some BMPs. The complete factsheet is available on line on the Oldman
Watershed Council’'s website http://www.oldmanbasin.org/publications.html and at the
Alberta Agriculture and Food Website
http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/All/irr11248 or by contacting Jollin
Charest at 403-381-5195.



Did you know ?

On November 19,
1962, the winds in

Lethbridge gusted at

171 km/h

The coldest

temperature recorded
on earth was -89.2 °C

in 1983, at the
Russian Vostok

Station in Antarctica

The coldest
temperature recorded
in Lethbridge was -
42.8 °C (before

windchill) on January
3, 1950

OWC Board Retreat

On February 5, 2007, the Oldman Watershed Council held its Board Retreat. This years
retreat took a different format, in which all the Team members were welcome to attend.
Each team discussed their workplans, as well as everyone together discussed the future
direction of the Oldman Watershed Council.

The morning started out with an update from Dave Hill, in regards to Water for Life and the
Alberta Water Council. There was also a financial update, and the State of the Watershed
Team let us know how the State of the Watershed Report was coming along. We then
broke out into teams, to discuss what each team would like to do in the next coming fiscal
year.

The Alberta Water Council is completing its own review of progress-to-date of the Water for
Life strategy. They will be focusing on the innovative and visionary nature of Water for Life,

the interdependence of the 6 strategic elements, the complexity and evolutionary nature of

the strategy, and the progress on short-term actions (the foundation pieces).

The State of the Watershed report’s objectives are to get a snapshot of what we (the
Basin) have, identify and evaluate emerging trends, and to identify any gaps in knowledge
and provide recommendations. The Team is still planning on having the report completed
by early fall.

The day went really well, and proved to be very beneficial for the communication between
the OWC Teams and the Board of Directors.

Upcoming Events in 2007

February 25 — 27 2" Canadian National Wastewater Management Conference  and
Policy Forum: Strategic Management
Edmonton, AB
http://www.cwwa.ca/2ndConference_e.asp

March 4 - 6 AIPA’ Every Drop Counts Conference: Watershed Manag  ement
Realities
Calgary, AB
http://www.aipa.org/Conference_2007/Index.html

March 29 Southern Alberta Environmental Summit #5: “Knowing our Place”

past, present and future
Lethbridge, AB
For more information email: summit5@sayee.ca or phone (403) 393-5155

April 19 - 20 2007 Alberta Society of Professional Biologists (AS PB) Conference
and General Meeting: Solutions to Ecological Issues in the Oil
Sands
Calgary, AB
http://www.aspb.ab.ca/eventpg.htm

April 22 — 24 Annual Conference of the Canadian Water Resources A ssociation —

Alberta Branch: The Birth of Alberta’s Water Econom y

Red Deer, Alberta

http://www.cwra.org/About CWRA/CWRA_Branches/Alberta/AB2007Con
ference/ab2007conference.html



OWC Mission Statement:

To maintain and improve the|
Oldman River Watershed
through partnerships,
knowledge, and the
implementation and integrati
of sustainable watershed
management and land us
practices.

If you have any comments o
questions, or if there are an
topics you would like brough
up at our Board meetings, Yy
can contact us at:

Oldman Watershed Coun|
100, 5401 — 1 Avenus
Lethbridge, AH

Phone: (403) 381 - 5801
Fax:(403) 381-5765

E-mail:

leda@oldmanbasin.org

Web Page:
www.oldmanbasin.org




