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On September 14, 2006 the Oldman

S SEUERERIEEL S SN Watershed Council held its 3™ Annual
CEEREETE Stakeholders’ Meeting: Meeting in the
Cllzetnge Headwaters. The day was an absolute
Did you know? success, with over 75 people attending.

Alberta Water Quality The morning started with presentations on
Awareness Day, June the OWC’s Strategic Plan, Pincher Creek
2006 Watershed Group, Beaver Creek

Photo Contest Winner Watershed Group, Pincher Creek

: Wetland, and on the Water Quality
LPEDTTE) BTEE Irrigation District Study.

Following the presentations, lunch was
served at Heritage Acres, N.E. of Pincher Creek, and then we were off on the bus for a tour
of the Southern Rockies Watershed Project.

The Southern Rockies Watershed Project is a study of
the area burned by the 2003 Lost Creek Fire. On the
tour we travelled to Lyons Creek where we heard a
presentation on the Project, and then we walked to a

Announcement: Hydrometric/climate station. The bus then travelled to
- a high point, where we could look out into a valley and
Alberta Irrigation get a sense of just how large this fire was and discuss

Projects Association has
recently released an

educational DVD .
el el @ Although the weather was not as nice as we had

water. For more hoped, we still had a good time, and even had a chance to throw snowballs.
information, email:

info@aipa.org, or call Thankyou to Uldis Silins (SWRP), Michael Wagner (SWRP), Tim Juhlin (ASRD) and
(403) 328-3063. Duane Fillipuzzi (Crowsnest Pass Public Works) for the background and discussion
opportunity.

forestry and growth issues in the Crowsnest Pass.

Inside Education, along
with partners Alberta
Environment, BP
Canada, and
ConocoPhillips, has
completed the
educational resource
“Running Water”
focusing on Alberta’s
semi-arid south. This
resource provides
information and
curriculum connections
to grades 5, 7, 8, and 9.
Available from Inside
Education

(780)-421-1497




TD Canada Trust, Great Canadian
Shoreline Cleanup

The Oldman Watershed Council once again participated in the TD Canada Trust, Great

Canadian Shoreline Cleanup. This year’s cleanup was held in the Helen Schuler Coulee
Centre area.

The TD Canada Trust, Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup
is part of an international effort to clean Canada’s
Shorelines. Held every September, this cleanup event is
part of the International Coastal Cleanup (ICC), in which
120 countries, including Canada, participate.

In Canada, the Shoreline Cleanup began in 1994 in

Vancouver and by 2002 the event had spread Canada
wide. Cleanups occur along the Pacific, Artic, and Atlantic Oceans, along the Great Lakes,
the Saint-Lawrence Seaway and numerous prairie rivers and lakes, including the Oldman
River.

This year, our most common items were cigarette butts, and many food wrappers. Other

interesting items we found included a shopping cart, pins from the High Level Bridge, scrap
metal, and a large glass jar.

We'd like to thank all the participants who came out this year to help us clean the river
bottom.




Alberta Water Quality Awareness Day,
June 2006

Funding and Support
for AWQA Day 2006
was provided by :

Alberta
Environment

Alberta Agriculture

Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada

Fisheries and
Oceans Canada

Alberta
Stewardship
Network

Alberta Lake
Management
Society

Shell
Environmental Fund
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Did you know ?

That the Lost Creek
Fire area, also known
as the Southern
Rockies Forest
Reserve, is the
highest water
producing area of the
entire province. — Uldis
Silins

Alberta holds only
2.2% of Canada’s
freshwater. — Alberta
Ingenuity Centre for Water
Research

Here’s an event worth your consideration in 2007! For the past few years a number of
Oldman basin residents have participated in a monitoring event known as the Alberta
Water Quality Awareness Day (AWQA). It happens each June, during which volunteers
from any and all backgrounds and ages, get their hands (and sometimes feet) wet,
collecting water samples and carrying out simple analyses.

This past year's AWQA Day kicked off Alberta’s Environment Week, which began June 5,
2006. Many different surface water bodies were sampled, from ponds and dugouts, to
rivers and wetlands, and irrigation canals. They were sampled for four basic measures of
water quality: turbidity, dissolved oxygen, pH (level of acidity) and water temperature.
These four are key variables affecting aquatic life in our water bodies. If, for example, the
water temperatures are too high in summer, or dissolved oxygen levels are too low, fish
and other aquatic organisms can die. Turbidity is a measure of water clarity and results
from suspended sediment in the water. If the water is too turbid, it can interfere with fish
spawning, and the lifecycles and behaviors of various aquatic organisms; and can impair
water used for drinking water production, and for industrial and irrigation purposes.

In 20086, a total of 229 participants collected and tested water in the Oldman basin. They
sampled 127 different sites. This is great participation and it was fun!

Eric Van Gaalen and daughter Jessica were two of
the participants, here is what Eric had to say about
the event: “Jessica and | were testing the Oldman
River below the High Level Bridge in Lethbridge.

It was a great father/daughter bonding experience
and Jessica especially liked the colorful pH test.
We are eager to be involved again next year. We
were impressed with the educational and easy to
follow documentation describing how to do the
tests and how to interpret the results.”

Photo Credit: Eric Van Gaalen

This event provides another form of monitoring, another form of awareness. With
increased information and awareness comes better decision making, whether within junior
high science classes, in outdoor club events, or in basin planning. Oldman basin residents
care about their watershed!

For more information on the Alberta Water Quality Awareness Day, to find out how and
when to participate in 2007, or to review the data results of 2006, check out their website at

www.awda.ca.

Submitted by Wendell Koning, Limnologist / Water quality specialist, Alberta Environment, and
CoChair, OWC Data Collection and Integration Team; with assistance from Sarah Depoe, Water
quality specialist, Alberta Agriculture, Member of the AWQA Day organizing team.



Photo Contest Winner

The final postcard in our postcard series has been chosen. We now have a postcard for
each season in the watershed.

CUNCEREIESIE S snE | The Fall postcard was taken in the Dutch Creek area and the Spring postcard was taken of
- . the re-growth from the Lost Creek Fire area. Both photos were taken by Shelly Coffey. The
UehpElnelienl il winter postcard was taken at Park Lake by our first photo contest winner Jill Tyson.
Oldman River Watershed

through partnerships, We would like to congratulate our second photo contest winner, Gillian Mary Smith. The
knowledge, and the | Summer postcard photo was taken near the original location of Fort Whoop-up.
implementation and integrati

SRR EEE SR We would also like to thank all the photo contest participants! Coming to a final decision

Al EREEER | \was not easy, as there were many great photos to choose from.
praCtlceS.

If you have any comments o
questions, or if there are an
topics you would like brough

e Upcoming Events in 2007

Oldman Watershed Coun
L003S40 =1V AVENUGNET [T Holding the Reigns: Landowner Summit for the Oldman Watershed
Lethbridge, AH Knights of Columbus Hall, Fort Macleod
For more information, email: stephanie@oldmanbasin.org

Phone: (403) 381 - 5801 January 23 — 27 2007 Partners in Conservation Conference: Industry  and

Fax:(403) 381-5765 Conservation: Bridging the Gap — Collaborative Cons  ervation
Initiatives

E-mail: Sherwood Park, AB

leda@oldmanbasin.org http://www.ab-conservation.com/pic/pic_info.html

Web Page: February 25 — 27 2" Canadian National Wastewater Management Conference  and

www.oldmanbasin.org Policy Forum: Strategic Management

Edmonton, AB
http://www.cwwa.ca/2ndConference_e.asp




