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Board Retreat

On February 2 and 3, 2006, board members, team leaders and staff came together to
address a number of key issues facing the OWC
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Facilitated by Deb Berg, with Alberta Community Development, the Strategic Planning
session was a great success. Small group work, thoughtful discussion, and presentations
helped provide focus for the coming months.

Determining a Vision Statement and Goals was the main focus of the retreat and the
Council has come up with a draft goals statement.

The Oldman Watershed Council’'s short term goals are as follows:
1. At a minimum, the watershed is managed to maintain existing conditions based on
knowledge and activities in 2006
2. The Oldman River Watershed is a well-functioning ecosystem that meets the
social, economic, and health needs of society, now and in the future.
3. Residents and users of the Oldman River Watershed adopt the goals of the
Oldman Watershed Council and are empowered to accomplish them.
4. Key reaches of the watershed have been identified for improvement and measures
to restore ecological functions are underway.
Announcement: 5. There is a societally-acceptable balance between a healthy economy and a
healthy watershed.

The Oldman Watershed Council’'s long term goals are:
1. We understand our watershed
a. We understand the state of the watershed today
b. We understand the trends in the watershed
2. Residents are well-informed and actively engaged
3. Basin Stakeholders have defined the desired outcomes for the Oldman
Watershed that will form the basis for the Integrated Watershed Plan
4. The Oldman Watershed Council and Stakeholders put into action the capacity
and commitment to achieve defined outcomes
Practices that are beneficial to the health and function of the watershed are adopted.
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OWC 2" Annual General Meeting

On March 22, 2006, we held our 2™ Annual General Meeting. We had around 115 people
attend, and the day went really well. The day started out with Team updates and Future
Workplans. We heard from the Communications and Outreach Team, the State of the
Watershed Team, Data Collection and Integration Team, Urban BMP Team, and the Rural
Team. The election process was then held before the lunch.

In the afternoon we announced the photo contest winner,
and had a slide show presentation of all the photos
submitted. We then heard from our Keynote Speaker, Tina
Thrussell from Best U Can B Inc. Tina had us standing up,
and moving around, as she talked about the importance of
volunteerism. We ended the day with Stewart Rood, who
kept us very interested as he talked about the
environmental effects of flooding.

A special thanks to our sponsors PFRA and Alberta |
Research. We also received tremendous in-kind contr
members.

A thanks to our 2005/2006 financial supporters:

Alberta Environment

Alberta Health and Wellness

Alberta Eco Trust

St. Mary River Irrigation District

Raymond Irrigation District

Taber Irrigation District

Agriculture and Agri-Food Council

Southern Alberta Group for the
Environment

Ducks Unlimited Canada

Alberta Native Plant Council

Agriculture and Agri-Food Council
- PFRA

County of Lethbridge

Village of Barnwell

We'd like to thank everyone who came out, and hope to see you all again next year.
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Definitions:

Uranium — A heavy,
silvery-white element,
that is radioactive and
toxic. The element
occurs in several
minerals and is used in
research, nuclear fuels,
and nuclear weapons.

ALCES - Alberta
Landscapes Cumulative
Effects Simulator

Carbon Sink: A natural
environment that
absorbs and stores
more carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere
than is released.

Did you know ?
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Livingstone Landowners Group

The Livingstone Landowners Group formed from a group of concerned landowners in
October 2004, after Win Energy and Petro Canada expressed interest in developing an
existing gas field along Highway 22. The group represents interested landowners in the
Oldman River Watershed north of Highway 3, south of the Gap and East of the Livingstone
Range to the Porcupine Hills.

The primary focus of the Livingstone Landowners Group is to ensure community
consultation and participation with oil and gas companies in future oil and gas
developments.

Win Energy wants to develop wells and a sweet gas plant along the Cowboy Trail.
Compton Petroleum has proposed a Wyoming-style unconventional gas project that would
industrialize much of the area with multiple well-sites, access roads, pipelines, and
compressor stations. Firestone Ventures has staked throughout the hills for future uranium
mining. Extensive logging operations are proposed along the slopes of the Livingstone
Rang and Porcupine Hills. And there will be more to come.

The amount of marketable gas, which might be recovered, is highly speculative —
unconventional gas recovery being an extremely inefficient process, expending huge
amounts of greenhouse gases. Mineral exploration and mining activity are even more
speculative and would cause further disturbance to the land and potential contamination of
water sources. Clear-cut and other careless logging operations damage the watershed and
invite erosion and noxious weed infestation. Established uses and the sustainable
economy that now exist are seriously at risk.

The Livingston Landowners Group has asked the Oldman Watershed Council for support
on a study that would: create a base of accurate data on cumulative land use trends in the
study area; use the ALCES model to examine various possible land use trend scenarios;
and provide a tool so that planners can be informed about the possible future implications
of land use decisions.

The eastern Slopes of the Rockies in southwest Alberta provide significant value to both
rural and urban populations by containing:
- Akey watershed generating clean water

Significant carbon sink (chernozem soils and fescue)

Recreation (fishing, hunting)

The largest undisturbed tract of native fescue grassland

Wildlife habitat (including many SAR)

Sustainable ranching industry

Movie making

Signature landscape (tourism)

Natural capital

The Study is not aimed at any one industry, but all surface uses, and can provide a
common ground for discussion by all parties in future land use planning. The Study will
also provide the information needed for local people to work on their own problem rather
than ask the government to solve problems for them. The Oldman Watershed Council is
pleased to provide some support for this project.

For more information on the study visit http://www.salts-landtrust.org. For more information
on the Livingstone Landowners Group, visit http://www.livingstone-landwoners-group.net



Chinook Arch :

A band of stationary flat,
featureless clouds caused
by air rippling over the
mountains. They may look
like threatening storm
clouds, however they
rarely produce rain or

sSnow. —
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chino
ok_wind.

Jill Tyson and a plaque
mount of her winning
photo.

Photo Credit: Ric Swihart

If you have any comments
questions, or if there are an
topics you would like broug
up at our Board meetings, )
can contact us at:

Oldman Watershed Cou
100, 5401 — 1 Avent
Lethbridge, A

T1J 1V

Phone: (403) 381 - 5801
Fax:(403) 381-5765

E-mail:

leda@oldmanbasin.org

Web Page:
www.oldmanbasin.org

Photo Contest

We have started a postcard series, with currently a Fall and a Spring postcards. The fall
photo was taken at Dutch Creek, and the Spring photo was of the re-growth after the Lost
Creek Fire, both of which were taken by Shelly Coffey.

For our Winter Postcard, we decided to do something different, we had a photo contest.
Although we didn’t receive any snow until after the photo contest was over, we still
received around 84 photos from about 14 different people, and we were so pleased with
the results. Keep an eye out for our Summer Photo Contest!

Our winner is Jill Tyson, with a photo taken from Park Lake and a Chinook Sky in the
background.
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Upcoming Conferences in 2006

May 2 -5 2006 Alberta’s Environment Conference
Edmonton, AB
http://lwww.environment2006.com

June 21 — 23 Climate Change and Water in the Prairies Conference

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
http://lwww.saskriverbasin.ca/conferences.html

July5-8 Stewardship 2006 Conference: Valuing Nature: Stewar  dship and
Conservation in Canada 2006
Corner Brook, Newfoundland and Labrador
http://www.steardship2006.ca/welcome_e.htmlhtml



