
����

����
� ��������� �

 

In this Issue…  
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Stakeholders’ Meeting 

�  TD Great Canadian 
Shoreline Cleanup 

�  Wilson Garden 

�  Partners in Habitat 
Development 

�  OWC Membership 
Renewal 

�  Upcoming events 

 
 

 

Announcements : 

�  Waste Reduction Week 
is October 15 – 21, 2007 

�  The OWC’s Rural 
Team’s Holding the 
Reins Workshop will be 
coming up early in the 
new year.  More 
information to come. 

 

OWC’s 4th Annual Stakeholders’ Meeting 
 
On September 12, 2007 the OWC hosted their 4th Annual Stakeholders’ meeting, in 
Cardston, at the Civic Centre. Although the weather was similar to last year (rainy and 
gloomy) the day went really well, and we did get to see sunshine by the end of the tour. 

 
The format of the meeting was similar to last 
year, with presentations in the morning, followed 
by a delicious lunch catered by the Carriage 
House Restaurant, and a tour in the afternoon. 
 
The morning started with the Mayor of Cardston, 
Robert Bagozzi, welcoming everyone. Andy 
Hurly, the vice chair with the OWC then 
presented an introduction on the Oldman 
Watershed Council. We also heard from the 
Chief Mountain Cumulative Effects Study, the 
Lee Creek Watershed Group, Chief Mountain 

Landowners Group, Crown of the Continent: Management between Boarders, OWC team 
updates, and the First Nations Water Management Project. 
 
After lunch, we all boarded the bus for a tour. We 
started the tour at an Alberta Environment surface 
water quality monitoring site near the wastewater 
treatment plant. The tour then continued on to the 
water and wastewater treatment plants in 
Cardston. We ended the tour at a biocontrol site, 
where beetles (Mogulones cruciger) were used to 
kill off hounds tongue. 
 
We’d like to thank all those who joined us for 
another successful Stakeholders’ meeting. Also, a 
special thanks to Alberta Agriculture and Food for sponsoring our coffee breaks. We’d also 
like to acknowledge the speakers at the Stakeholders’ Meeting: Jeff Bectell, Terry 
Schmitke, Ian Dyson, Guy Greenaway, Cheryl Fujikawa, Tom Graham, Kenisha Lewis, 
Tara Shouting, Chrissy Knapp, Wendell Koning, Barton Atwood, Wayne Quinton, Jared 
Edwards and Brian VanHezewiijk. 
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TD Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup 
 

 

On Sunday, September 16, the OWC and 
the Helen Schuler Coulee Centre partnered 
to host a shoreline cleanup in the Helen 
Schuler Nature Reserve. The Cleanup was 
part of the TD Great Canadian Shoreline 
Cleanup, a Canada-wide program that was 
started in 1994 by the Vancouver Aquarium 
when they took part in the International 
Coastal Cleanup.  

 
It was the perfect day to be out with the sun 
shining and warm weather. As in past 
years, our most common items found were 

cigarette filters, and food wrappers. Some of our more interesting items found were a tire, 3 
socks, 3 shoes and some other clothing items. All in all, the coulees still seem to be fairly 
clean. 

A special thanks to all our volunteers who came out. Keep an eye out for next year’s 
cleanup. 

 

 

Wilson Garden 
�
On Friday, August 31, the OWC and volunteers helped to weed the Waterwise Garden at 
Wilson Middle School for one last time. We had about 20 volunteers come out and join us 
as we weeded the garden and ate pizza.  
 
Wilson Middle School will now be taking over the responsibility of maintaining the 
Waterwise Garden, which is a project between the OWC and Wilson Middle School that 
started about 3 years ago. A small section of the school yard at Wilson Middle School was 
transformed into a waterwise garden, to be used as an educational tool and as an example 
for students and the surrounding community. 
 

 



 

Did you Know?  
�  Once evaporated, a 

water molecule spends 
about 10 days in the air. 

�  Floating litter may carry 
organisms such as 
crustaceans, insects, 
and algae to habitats 
where they don’t 
normally live. 

�  Recycling one 
aluminium can saves 
enough energy to run a 
TV for 3 hours. – 
http://www.seac.150m.c
om/fun_facts.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Definitions  

Biocontrol – The use of 
biological organisms to 
control population of other 
organisms. For example, 
insects are often used to 
control weeds. 

Hounds Tongue  – noxious 
weed that decreases forage 
on rangeland and pastures, 
and can cause liver damage 
in grazing animals. 

 

Partners in Habitat Development 
 

The Partners in Habitat Development Program (PHD) is a habitat initiative developed to 
improve wildlife habitat within southern Alberta. The greatest strength of this program is 
that it is a cooperative project, including many partners, with the landowner being a critical 
component of the overall plan. The Southern Alberta PHD project includes a wide range of 
habitat options some of which may fit well within many landowners’ overall farm operation 
plans.  
 

             
 
PROJECT OPTIONS ON PRIVATE LANDS 
 
Planting of trees and shrubs  can greatly enhance the wildlife benefits on the farm in 
addition to providing wind shelter, snow catch, and improving the aesthetics of the area. 
Project design may consist of many options including shelterbelts, pivot corner 
enhancement, fence line buffer strips and cluster planting.   
 
Fencing is installed where there is a need to exclude or limit livestock access to habitat 
areas. This may include newly planted areas or to provide protection to existing habitat 
such as willow growth or wetland marshes. In most cases, the PHD will supply the material 
and the landowner will install and maintain the fence.  
   
Canal rehabilitation and pipeline installations  can negatively impact wildlife habitat. 
There are many cases in which mitigation efforts can be incorporated within the canal 
rehabilitation to preserve existing habitat or re-establish lost habitat. Southern Alberta PHD 
has funds available to carry out these mitigation projects where practical and will work 
closely with the landowner and the district’s engineering staff to carry out these projects.  
   
Cattail marshes  provide a home to a variety of wildlife and are critical to a number of 
species for survival in harsh winter conditions. Often these marshes can be established or 
enhanced with minimal expenses, and in many cases simply developing a water source for 
a low area is all that’s needed. Usually, where these wetlands provided livestock with 
shelter or water, alternatives may be incorporated to off set any losses to the producer.  
   
Winter food plot  establishment is pursued in areas close to important wildlife wintering 
areas. This is accomplished by either paying a landowner to establish a new crop such as 
corn or to leave some cereal grain unharvested. These food plots do not need to be large 
with an area of 2 to 4 acres usually sufficient.  
   
The program is very flexible and there is no cost to interested landowners. For more 
information please contact Heather deBoer by phone (403) 634-9147 or by email at 
hd_lnid@telusplanet.net, or Jamie Puchinger at (403) 332-2106 or 
jpuchinger@smrid.ab.ca. All applications for the summer of 2008 must be submitted to 
PFRA by the end of December 2007. 
 
Submitted by Jamie Puchinger 



 
 
 
 
 
 
OWC Mission Statement: 
 
To maintain and improve the 
Oldman River Watershed 
through partnerships, 
knowledge, and the 
implementation and integration 
of sustainable watershed 
management and land use 
practices. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any comments or 
questions, or if there are any 
topics you would like brought 
up at our Board meetings, you 
can contact us at: 
 
Oldman Watershed Council 
100, 5401 – 1 Avenue S 
Lethbridge, AB  
T1J 1V6 
 
Phone: (403) 381-5801 
Fax: (403) 381-5765 
 
E-mail: 
leda@oldmanbasin.org 
 
Web Page: 
www.oldmanbasin.org 
 

 

 

 

 
 
                                   
 

Upcoming Events in 2007 
 
 
 
Nov 5 – 7             We Are All Upstream: Partners FOR the Saskatchewan River Basin 

and the Red River Basin Commission  
                             Winnipeg, MB 
                             http://www.saskriverbasin.ca/conferences.html 
 
Nov 7 – 8             Managing Environmental Impacts of Linear Corridors and   

Infrastructure  
                             Revelstoke, BC 
                             http://www.cmiae.org/conferences.htm#Linear_Corridors 
 
Nov 14                 A.D. Latornell Conservation Symposium 
                            Theme: Your Watersheds,  Our Great Lakes  
                             Alliston, ON 
                             http://www.latornell.ca 
 
Dec 10 – 11         3rd Annual Water and Land Management in Alberta  
                             Calgary, AB 
                             http://www.insightinfo.com/index.cfm?ci_id=25128&la_id=1 

 


